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Society of Professional Journalists

CODE-ETHICS

PREAMBLE

Members of the Society of Professional Journalists believe that public enlightenment is the forerunner of justice and the foundation of
democracy. Ethical journalism strives to ensure the free exchange of information that is accurate, fair and thorough. An ethical journalist

acts with integrity.

as the

of ethical j

and

The Society declares these four
all media.

SEEK TRUTH AND REPORT IT

Ethical journalism should be accurate and fair. Journalists should
be honest and courageous in gathering, reporting and interpreting
information.

Journalists should:

> Take responsibility for the accuracy of their work. Verify information before
releasing it. Use original sources whenever possible.

> Remember that neither speed nor format excuses inaccuracy:

Provide context, Take special care not to misrepresent or oversimplify in
promoting, previewing or summarizing a story.

Gather, update and correct information throughout the lfe of a news story.
Be cautious when making promises, but keep the promises they make.

Identify sources clearly. The public is entitled to as much information as
possible to judge the reliability and motivations of sources.

Consider sources’ motives before promising anonymity. Reserve anonymity for
sources who may face danger, retribution or other harm, and have information
that cannot be obtained elsewhere. Explain why anonymity was granted

Diligently seek subjects of news coverage to allow them to respond to citicism
or allegations of wrongdoing

Avaid undercover or other surreptitious methods of gathering information
unless traditional, open methods will notyield information vital to the public

Be vigilant and courageous about holding those with power accountable
Give voice to the voiceless.

Support the open and civil exchange of views, even views they find repugnant,

Recognize a special obligation to serve as watchdogs over public affairs and
government. Seek to ensure that the public’ business is conducted in the open,
and that public records are open to all

Provide access to source material when it is elevant and appropriate,

Boldly tell the story of the diversity and magnitude of the human experience.
Seek sources whose voices we seldom hear.

Avaid stereotyping. Journalists should examine the ways their values and
experiences may shape their reporting.

Label advocacy and commentary.

> Never deliberately distort acts or context, including visual information.
Clearly label illustrations and re-enactmens.

> Never plagiarize. Always attribute

MINIMIZE HARM

Ethical journalism treats sources, subjects, colleagues and members
of the public as human beings deserving of respect.

Journalists should:

> Balance the publics need for information against potential harm or discomort
Pursuit of the news is not a license for arrogance or undue intrusiveness

their use in its practice by all people in

Show compassion for those who may be affected by news coverage.
Use heightened sensitivity when dealing with juveniles, victims of sex crimes,
and sources or subjects who are inexperienced or unable to give consen.
Consider cultural differences in approach and treatment

Recognize that legal access to information differs from an ethical justfication
to publish or broadcast

Realize that private peaple have a greater right to control information about
themselves than public figures and others who seek power,influence or
attention. Weigh the consequences of publishing or broadcasting personal
information.

Avoid pandering to lurid curiosity, even if others do.

Balance a suspect’sright to a far trial with the publics right to know.
Consider the implications of identifying criminal suspects before they face
legal charges.

Consider the long-term implications of the extended reach and permanence of
publication. Provide updated and more complete information as appropriate

ACTINDEPENDENTLY

The highest and primary obligation of ethical journalism is to
serve the public.

Journalists should:
» Avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived. Disclose unavoidable conflicts.

» Refuse gifts, favors, fees, free travel and special treatment, and avoid political
and other outside activities that may compromise integrity or impartiality,
or may damage credibility.

Be wary of sources offering information for favars or money; do not pay for
access to news. Identify content provided by outside sources, whether paid
or not.

Deny favored treatment to advertisers, donors or any other special interests,
and resist internal and external pressure to influence coverage.

Distinguish news from advertising and shun hybrids that blur the lines
between the two. Prominently label sponsored content.

BE ACCOUNTABLE AND TRANSPARENT

Ethical journalism means taking responsil
explaining one’s decisions to the public.

ty for one’s work and

Journalists should:

» Explain ethical choices and processes to audiences. Encourage a civil dialogue
with the public about journalistic practices, coverage and news content.

> Respond quickly to questions about accuracy, clrity and faimess

» Acknowledge mistakes and correct them promptly and prominently.
Explain corrections and clarifications carefully and clearly.

» Expose unethical conduct in journalism, including within their organizations.
» Abide by the same high standards they expect of others

The SPJ Code of Ethics is a statement of abiding

(at spj.org) that address changing journalistic

practices. Itis nota set of rules, rather a guide that

for the information they provide, regardless of medium.

The code should be read as a whole; individual principles should not be laken n|n of context. It is not, nor can it be under the First Amendment, legally enforceable.

CONTACT THE SOCIETY

For more information on the Society of Professional Journalists or for more on journalism ethics, visit SPJ's website at spj.org or contact SPJ at:

Society of Professional Journalists * Eugene S. Pulliam National Journalism Center
IN 46208-4011

3909 N. Meridian St. * Indianapol
317.927:8000 * spj@spj.org (email) * spj.org (Web)
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«  Association for Progressive Communications, APC (https://

www.apc.org/)
«  Electronic Frontier Foundation, EFF (https://www.eff.org/)

«  EngageMedia (https://www.engagemedia.org/)

« Myanmar ICT for Development Organization, MIDO

(https://www.facebook.com/Myanmarido/)

«  Privacy International, Pl (https://privacyinternational.
org/)

«  Tactical Tech (https://tacticaltech.org/)

e Qurium - The Media Foundation (https://www.qurium.
org/)
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https://privacyinternational.org/
https://tacticaltech.org/
https://www.qurium.org/
https://www.qurium.org/
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Daw Mary Menon
(Chairperson)

U Htun Aung Khaing (DD/EO)
U Than Soe (Chairperson)

U Kyaw Sann Win (DD/EO)

U Kyaw Win
Maung(Chairperson)

U Maung Maung Naing(DD/EO)
U Uk Nawl(Chairperson)

U Linn Kyaw(DD/EO)

U Khin Maung
Aye(Chairperson)

U Hein Lin Htet(DD/EO)

Daw Tin Hlaing(Chairperson)
U Thurein Htut(DD/EO)

U Htin Kyaw(Chairperson)
U Zaw Myint Win(DD/EO)

U Tin Oo(Chairperson)
U Aung Myo Lwin(DD/EO)

074-2521678,
0742522745(Fax)

083-2223128,
083-2221137(Fax)
083-2224125(Fax)
085-23397,
085-21202,
085-22209(Fax)
070-21599,
070-21629(Fax)

057-24419,
057-24095(Fax)

043-21556,
043-22887
043-229689(Fax)
081-2124986
081-2121321(Fax)
081-2125567(Fax)

07122774
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U Khin Maung
Myint(Chairperson)
U Soe Htut Oo(DD/EQ)

U Kyi Myint (Chairperson)
U Tin Maung Aye(DD/EO)
Dr. Aung Win Kyi
(Chairperson)

U Kyaw Kyaw Soe(DD/EO)

U Aung Myint (Chairperson)
U Aung Kyaw Moe(DD/EO)

U Khin Mg Win (Chairperson)
U Myint Naing(DD/EO)

U Zaw Linn(Chairperson)

U Htain Linn Oo(DD/EO)

063 2028396
(Fax)

063 2028691
01-2306250,
01-230626
01-2305685(Fax)

02-4069042
02-4039440(Fax)
052-2221024,
052-2201314
052-2201848(Fax)

042-23783,
042-21890(Fax)

059-2023525
059-2021211(Fax)
067-404315,
067- 404313,
067- 404220
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2 Bago Observer U Lay Naing 09 428046272 bagoobserver-
Group Oo group@gmail.
com
J Civil Authorize Saw Zin 09 330 350 68 canorg.
Negotiate Maung Soe,  (Office) myanmar@
Organization Chairperson gmail.com
(C_A_N-Org)
o Civic Develop- Salai Bawi 09 898128960 salai.
ment Institute Roe San (Office) bawiroesan@
(cbI) gmail.com
G Generation Tree Daw Swe 09 45645 6190 swemar599@
Mar Oo gmail.com
9 Horn Bill U Chan Lian, 09 420105362 hornbillorg@
Organization Executive gmail.com
(HBO) Director
G Kadu Youth U Than Zaw 09 790 731736 kaduthan-
Development Oo, Project zaw@gmail.
Director com
Q Kanbawza Youth  Daw May 09 765 211398 mayhnin71@
Library Hnin Kyaw gmail.com
® Khanti Founda- Daw Yin Yin 09 443241959 yyw.khanti.
tion Win, (office) org@gmail.
Executive com
Director
@ Myanmar Fifth U Soe Lin 09 798101588 thefifthpillar.
Estate Htoot 09 423736756 tfp@gmail.
com
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Myanmar
Network for Free
and Fair Elections
(MYFREL)

Myanmar
Independent
Living Initiative
(MILI)

New Myanmar
Foundation
(NMF)

Open Myanmar
Initiative (OMI)

Panna Institute

Peace and
Justice Myanmar
(PIM)

People’s Alliance
for Credible
Elections (PACE)

00508039

Q§lcS

Daw Zin
Mar Oo

Daw Yu Ya
Thu,
Executive
Director

Daw Mya
Nandar
Thin,
Executive
Director

U Aye Kyaw,
Executive
Director

Aung Naing
Maw,
Assistance
Program
Manager

Daw Shwe
Yee Win,
Executive
Director

Sai Ye Kyaw
Swar Myint,
Executive
Director

¢4:4d10>

09263215643,
09254278384

09 450067247
(office)

09 751007253

09 42009 8735

09 777 731327

09 979037087

09 253 379 442

o0

oSS

myanmar.
mynfrel@
gmail.com

info@mili.org.
mm

new.myan-
mar.founda-
tion@gmail.
com

office@
omimyanmar.
org
aungnaing-
maw70@
gmail.com

peaceandjus-
ticemm@
gmail.com

syksmyint@
pacemyan-
mar.org

—
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Phan Tee Eain
(Creative Home)

Rainmaker
Organization

Scholar Institute

The Fifth Pillar

Yaung Chi Thit

00508039

Q§(cS

Daw Khin
Lay Nge,
Director

Daw Aye
Thadar
Aung,
Executive
Director

Ko Aung
Shwe Oo

U Nay Win
Naing,
Program
Director

Daw Khin
Hla, Director

¢§240l03

09 44111 1667

09 420066222

01 542 485

09 965 052466

09 250526789
(Office)

o0

oSS

director.pte@
gmail.com
phanteeeain.
myanmar@
gmail.com
rainmaker.
mm.org@
gmail.com

scholarinsti-
tute.cep@
gmail.com

thefifthpillar.

tfp@gmail.
com

info@
yaungchithit.
org
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Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL)
® anfrel.myanmar@anfrel.org
© 09 - 407835302

Carter Center

@ 09420078557

Danish Institute for Parties and Democracy (DIPD)

@ 09-770050429

Democracy Reporting International (DRI)

® myanmar@democracy-reporting.org

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA)
® info-myanmar@idea.int
@ 01- 389202

International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES)

@ o01-534621

International Republican Institute (IRI)

@ 01- 665804, 01- 661681 (Fax)

National Democratic Institute (NDI)

@ o01-549201
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