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Greetings,

As the 2020 Burma General Elections draw closer, the International Republican Institute
(IRI) is working to equip political party members and polling agents with the necessary
skills and information to support fair and free elections. Throughout its extensive work
with 88 political parties, IRl witnessed firsthand the impact of social media and
cyberspace on Burma's evolving political environment and political actors' actions. From
first-time voters and youth party members to established party leadership and
bureaucrats, all are reqularly utilizing social media and other online means as their
primary methods of internal and external communications and to consume and share
news and information. By 2020, the numbers have reached about 22 million social
media and internet users in Burma and 41% internet penetration jumping from only 14
million users and 26% internet penetration in 2017.

COVID-19 related gathering restrictions during the campaign period pushed further
voters and political institutions alike towards online communications. With that
increased shift to utilizing the virtual space, political party members face risks of
cyberbullying, online impersonation, blackmail with sensitive data, smear campaigns
and disinformation, and, last but not least, COVID-19 rumors scare the public. The
virtual space has also opened the door to further attacks against already fragile religious
and ethnic ministries and casting doubts on youth and women's capabilities. IRI
collaborated with the Myanmar Cyber Security Awareness Campaign (Cyber Bakin) to
develop this booklet of comics addressing information safety in the digital age. The
comics aim to provide an informative yet entertaining means of spreading awareness
among Burmese voters and political actors on the importance of digital safety to
mitigate the impact of disinformation and cyberspace in their communities and their
electoral processes.

IRl is @ nonpartisan, nongovernmental organization that performed high-impact work in
more than 100 countries since 1983—in Africa, Asia, Eurasia, Europe, Latin America and
the Caribbean, and the Middle East and North Africe—and currently has offices in 40
countries worldwide. In Myanmar, IRl works with registered political parties, state
parliaments, national and local elected officials, and civil society. Our nationwide
programming supports Burma's transition by promoting democratic political party
development, transparent and inclusive campaign techniques, constituency-driven policy
development, public opinion polling, and grants for local organizations committed to
democratic governance. Enhancing women's participation, youth, and disadvantaged
groups in the political process is a cross-cutting theme for all of IRI's work in Burma.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Liebowitz
Resident Program Director


https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2020-myanmar
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2020-myanmar
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2017-myanmar
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2017-myanmar
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Jeremy Liebowitz
Resident Program Director
International Republican Institute



Cyber Baykin: Myanmar Cyber Security Awareness Campaign

The Cyber Baykin campaign was initiated and supported by Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Monash University, Myanmar Ministry of Transport and Communications,
and Kernellix Myanmar to promote online safety awareness in Myanmar.

Myanmar is one of the fastest growing mobile markets with an estimated 68 million mobile
phone subscriptions (126% of total population). However, the low level of cyber security
awareness among its relatively new internet users_makes cybercrime, cyberbullying and the
online spread of misinformation serious risks for which Myanmar is ill-prepared. As a result,
easily preventable cybercrimes happen frequently in Myanmar while efforts to raise
awareness by both the public and private sectors are insufficient. By creating original
cartoons and local content, the Cyber Baykin campaign aims to reach the most vulnerable
internet users, old and young, urban and rural, directly through social media and public
outreach programs. Original Myanmar comic characters were created by Myanmar artists for
Myanmar audience making the stories highly relatable, and the popular cartoons have been
widely shared by thousands of users as well as our partner organizations across sectors.
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Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/CyberBayKin
Website . https://www.cyberbaykin.org



Cyber Baykin Cartoons
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MiKay & Password

MiKay & Phishing Scam
MiKay & Mobile Security
MiKay & Cyberstalking
MiKay & MFA

MiKay & ldentity Theft
MiKay & Covid-19 Rumors
MiKay & Privacy

MiKay & Cyberbullying

MiKay & Empathy
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